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An Ear to the Ground:   

Coaching in the Age of Covid      by David Tylicki 

Alexa Taylor, DASS Director, shares a short presen-
tation with the Writing and Reasoning faculty in 
English before the Spring semester begins. 

Thank you to the faculty who joined us for our DASS Zoom 
Drop In on January 22!  DASS offers these digital meetings to 
answer faculty questions, brainstorm solutions to classroom 
and accommodation needs, and build community between 
DASS and faculty. 
 
Our next Zoom Drop In is on February 8 at 4:00 pm CST 
(https://smu.zoom.us/j/95768967472), and we would love to 
see you there! A brief PPT resource is available for those who 
cannot join us. 

As an academic coach for SMU students with ADHD and Learning Differences, I hear a lot of stories – stories 
about classes, professors, great successes, and heartbreaking failures. The past year has been particularly 
enlightening, as you can imagine. Thankfully, not all of the students in the population with whom I work found 

online learning or flex problematic, but many did. 

Students, especially those with ADHD, described their difficulty focusing on online lectures. They fixated on 
classmates, Zoom backgrounds, and fascinating people and pets appearing in other Zoom windows. I made 

https://smu.zoom.us/j/95768967472
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mpu89dliWgdAZtwlPGT81uenEUoVTLHoOq39f3h8dAlXH_P_-f8D1VQTon0PLq3_5Vk583T6Q4REDLN0iVsKZnQLZCN0IyqVPeYSHRRIeSBxqDPD92OsblO97JUJ-O8aXBMFLnRRVzTNzO23mHP03dIN3YxH3xhV3RS2iAuoq1eOhob0f9YJjCRlIzdgyWg-Pqvql-AGxtJjVjwql8vA1KigD75S1LmPy47Q
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mpu89dliWgdAZtwlPGT81uenEUoVTLHoOq39f3h8dAlXH_P_-f8D1VQTon0PLq3_vHTo4m7QIB_yypG16-7lS2ASWUOXeEipQ4EnLVyFEch6E3VgeebAfBYL7T6KN8yzubz6-p5s_buXoA61f6DrOK2Vc_Trwz4i1ert3mW9EGTat2b-NypX045AOubXOPEh8ayXkM_xG9hUl234Azg8pwe_gnIsgvt50XPd
https://www.theepochtimes.com/acclaimed-pianist-with-hand-movement-disorder-plays-with-extension-gloves-video_3567988.html?utm_source=news&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=breaking-2021-01-29-2
https://www.theepochtimes.com/t-hands
https://youtu.be/SGbk98HyjOI
https://img.theepochtimes.com/assets/uploads/2020/11/06/Joao-Carlos-Martins-12-1200x799.jpg
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V i s i t  u s  a t  D A S S  

 

Visit us online at  

www.smu.edu/alec/dass.asp 

Please include this statement in your syllabus: 

 

Disability Accommodations: Students needing academic 

accommodations for a disability must first register with 

Disability Accommodations & Success Strategies 

(DASS).  Students can call 214-768-1470 or        

visit http://www.smu.edu/Provost/ALEC/DASS to 

begin the process.  Once registered, students should 

then schedule an appointment with the professor as 

early in the semester as possible, present a DASS    

Accommodation Letter, and make appropriate arrange-

ments.  Please note that accommodations are not retro-

active and require advance notice to implement. 

DASS IS MORE THAN ACCOMMODATIONS. 

 

For resources that may be helpful to faculty and staff, please visit:   

http://www.smu.edu/Provost/ALEC/DASS/Resources/ForFaculty 

Phone:  214-768-1470 

Email:  dass@smu.edu 
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A studentôs DASS letter includes a copy of peer notes as an accom-
modation.  I am posting all of my class lectures on Canvas for all of my 
students.  Do I still need to get a peer note taker for this DASS stu-
dent? 

The accommodation of peer notes is designed to overcome the 
barrier of simultaneous processing in a finitely timed setting.  The 
purpose of assigning notetakers for students is to make sure that 
students who, because of disability, were not able to take notes 
independently during an ongoing class lecture would have equal 
access.  If your class is being offered in a format where EVERY-
ONE gets to watch the recording on their own time (and during 
which a student with a disability can take their own notes, at their 
own speed), then the need for the peer notetaker may be unnecessary.  Talk to your student to confirm this is 
the case.  
For more FAQ’s for faculty, see http://www.smu.edu/Provost/ALEC/DASS/FAQ/ForFaculty.  

What are the legal requirements for making online courses accessible? 
In this short video the US Office of Civil Rights lays out our legal obligations for making online courses acces-
sible to students with disabilities:   Online Education and Website Accessibility 
 
You can find quick tips and comprehensive resources for designing accessible and inclusive courses and    
programs at Access DL. 
 
Watch the recorded session from OIT Instructional Technology Workshop, titled “Ensuring Accessibility and 
Accommodating for DASS Students in Canvas”.    
 

 

Faculty Q&A:  Peer Notes for Online and Recorded Lectures 

Faculty Resources for Online Learning:  Videos and Handouts 

http://www.smu.edu/Provost/ALEC/DASS
http://www.smu.edu/Provost/ALEC/DASS/FAQ/ForFaculty
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DCMLk4cES6A&t=349s
https://www.washington.edu/doit/accessdl
/OIT/AcademicTech/Keep-Teaching/Training/IT-Workshops-2021
/OIT/AcademicTech/Keep-Teaching/Training/IT-Workshops-2021

