
The DASS Insider 
A newsletter for SMU Faculty  

 

Information on disability services and access issues affecting your students and classes 

 

 

Inside the Fall Issue 

Welcome Back !                

DASSapalooza Event 

1 

DASS Collaborations on          

Campus 

1 

 

Semester Checklist  2 

Audio Recording of Lectures 2 

Faculty Focus:  Extra Mile 

Awardees 

3 

Service Animals on Campus 3       

Faculty Tech Workshop 

Update on the UTC 

4 

4 

FALL 2024 

 DASSapalooza! 

As SMU welcomes returning and new students back to campus, DASS 
recognizes that some new faculty members may be starting their first 
classes at SMU, too.  Welcome!  Our office is the primary contact for 
all SMU students with disabilities and works with faculty and staff in 
making the accommodations process as seamless as possible. The   

http://www.smu.edu/
https://blog.smu.edu/itconnect/2024/07/03/faculty-technology-workshops-ftw-bootcamp-08-13-2024/
https://smu.campusdish.com/HealthAndWellness/FoodAllergiesSpecialDiets
/-/media/Site/Provost/SAES/Academic-Support/ALEC/DASS-docs/DASS-Further-Info-Sheets/Family-Guide-2024.pdf


/Provost/ProvostOffice/SAES/AcademicSupport/SASP/Services/DASS/FAQ/Faculty#semesterstart
/provost/saes/academic-support/student-academic-success/disability-accommodations/resources-and-campus-accessibility/faculty/faq
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Service Animal Reminders                         Alexa Taylor 

Have you had a student with a service animal in your classroom? If not, you may be 
hesitant about how you might respond. Will the animal be disruptive? Is it even allowed 
in your space? DASS is a resource if you have a student bring in a service animal to 
your classroom. We encourage you to contact our office to talk through the situation.    
If we know the student and animal, we can verify some information and guide you on 
how to manage any concerns, like space, lab equipment, etc. If we don’t know the    
student, we will reach out to verify the animal is indeed a service animal and make sure 
the student knows about our office, as well. Service dogs are expected to always be under the handler’s control 

and not disruptive to the environment.  

It is important to note that no other animal would be allowed in the classroom, so no pets of any kind, or Emotional 
Support Animals (ESAs) unless approved by DASS as an actual accommodation. Please call our office for ANY 

questions on this topic!  

https://www.ada.gov/resources/service-animals-faqs/ 

Faculty Recognition:  2024 Extra Mile Awardees                          David Tylicki 

It is my pleasure to introduce you to the three instructors who received the 2024 Extra Mile Award for their      

https://www.ada.gov/resources/service-animals-faqs/
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Visit us online at  www.smu.edu/

DASS 

Please include this statement in your syllabus: 

DASS IS MORE THAN ACCOMMODATIONS. 

 

For resources that may be helpful to faculty and staff, please visit:   

http://www.smu.edu/Provost/SASP/DASS/Resources/ForFaculty 

Phone:  214-768-1470 

Email:  dass@smu.edu 
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During SMU’s 2024 Back-to-School Bootcamp, I had the pleasure of collaborating with Jennifer Mayes of OIT 

and Dr. Francesca Go of the Simmons School of Education and Human Development to present “Empower All 

Learners: Strategies for Diverse Learners,” a Faculty Technology Workshop. Our three goals were to help   

participants identify the unique needs and characteristics of diverse learners, apply specific strategies to make 

Canvas materials more accessible, and use PopeTech software to identify accessibility areas of improvements 

on their Canvas pages. If you want to learn more about this or any other 2024 Faculty Technology Workshop, 

OIT has posted all the videos on their blog.  

https://blog.smu.edu/itconnect/2024/08/22/2024-faculty-technology-workshops-ftw-on-demand/
file:///C:/Users/01058745/Desktop/smu.edu/utc
file:///C:/Users/01058745/Desktop/smu.edu/utc
https://blog.smu.edu/saes/2024/08/15/expanded-testing-services-and-updated-policies-at-the-university-testing-center/
http://www.smu.edu/utcportal
/provost/saes/academic-support/university-testing-center/services/academic-testing
/provost/saes/academic-support/university-testing-center/resources/professors
/provost/saes/academic-support/university-testing-center
mailto:universitytestingcenter@smu.edu
http://www.smu.edu/Provost/SASP/DASS
http://www.smu.edu/Provost/SASP/DASS

