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Surviving the Downfalls of the New Commons

ere we stand in the middle
of the semester: classes
are in full force, a good
night’s sleep is nothing more than
a fading dream, naps become a
day’s highlight, and Dedman has

become a long lost friend. Let’s

face it: the aura of excitement and
newness that in Itrated the campus
at the beginning of the year has
slowly dimmed to a faint glimmer.
As our enthusiasm for the year has
died down, so has the excitement
surrounding the new buildings.
Of course, compared to other
universities and some of the older
residential halls, we have no room
to complain, and we truly are
grateful for the generosity of our
fantastic donors and namesakes.
However, living in the new
commons requires a few tricks in
order to keep the optimism towards
our temporary home going strong.
Despite the wonderful sta and
state-of-the-art interior, talk of
Arnolds limited food variety on
certain days has constantly traveled
throughout the new Commons-

that and surprised complaints at the
unsettling, small amounts of food
available 30 minutes before closing.

On weekends, few selections
other than sandwiches, salads,
and breakfast items [l Arnolds,

leading to some disgruntled, hungry
students. However, with a tad bit
of creativity and patience, even
the most basic options can turn
into something more substantial.
For dinner, the grill always o ers
good alternatives with their grilled
sh and chicken options. If the odds
are in your favor and Arnold has
their artichoke dip, add the dip with
black olives to the top of a piece of
grilled chicken for your very own
artichoke chicken. Even options
like the notorious feta and vegetable
sandwich that always seems to be
at Arnolds can be transformed
into a di erent option. Take the
top piece of bread o the sandwich,

add chicken from the salad bar, add
cheese, and microwave for your
very own vegetable and chicken
panini. If all else fails, there’s
always Mac'’s Place and their fries.

by Jacquelyn Elias

Now if you survive the food
dilemma, then hopefully the lack
of water sources throughout the
new commons does not lead you
to dehydration in the desert we call
Texas. With the only water fountains
onthe rst oor, residents are faced

with four alternatives: build killer
calves through several trips to the
rst oor, drink from the sink water,
die of water depletion, or keep a
secret stash of water bottles. Now
while the last option may seem easy
enough, you would be surprised by
the stinginess of college students.
Now while these and several
other issues may put a damper
on the reputation of the new
Commons, the buildings allowed
for the residential commons
system, which transformed the
university. Now to just teach the
students how to transform any other
ordinary beyond extraordinary.
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Lone Star’s secret weapon? His regal attitude, claims Wheaton. She says that Lone Star would simply say:
“What am | supposed to do with all these dogs?” and turn his head like the prince he is rather than engage
in such a peasant-like battle. Lone Star doesn't need to be awarded titles; he already knows that he’s the best.

pets tremendously and was extremely excited to learn that the faculty in residence were allowed to have pets

The winner of this all-star battle of FiR pets? Us students, obviously. I, like many other students, miss my own
this year. Now, students have the opportunity to interact with these wonderful pets all the time. Personally,
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No Team is an Island

by AJ. Je ries

case here at SMU, where our unique form of tailgating, Boulevarding, is the highlight

of many weekends in the fall. e thing is, however, most forms of tailgating end
with the tailgaters arriving at a sporting event to cheer on a beloved team. Here most
people break o to go nap or grab lunch, leaving our team playing to the echoes of 4%
the sounds on the eld or the jeers of opposing fans. | don't play D1 football against
opponents like A&M or Baylor, so | have no idea how di cult games can be, but
it can't be any easier taking the eld at home in a virtually empty Ford stadium. 3

While our football team is dealing with a lot of problems
right now, it certainly doesn't help that instead of rallying behind j
the players to provide support in their time of need SMU’s student &
body takes to Yik Yak to mock them. [I'll be honest, | laugh. We have

C ollege football is an institution in the United States. For some schools, game day is a way of life.  at is certainly the



Exciting ings Happening at Meadows

by Kenny Martin

and is showing no sign of letting up any time soon. e rst symphony concert of the school year was a great

The Meadows School of the Arts has presented a urry of concerts, shows, and events over the past several weeks
success; the orchestra, especially for this early in the year, was in top form, and Andrés Diaz, SMU cello professor,



Push for Pedestrian-
Friendly Dallas

by Jewel Lipps, guest writer for Hilltopics

allasis a city built for its people. Architect James Pratt
laid the foundation of this pedestrian-friendly city...”
Wait.  at doesn't quite sit right with me. Does

that sound okay to you? Lets try that again. “Dallas...
this pedestrian-friendly city...” Nope, | cant do it

ese statements formed the rst paragraph of the

Daily Campus article about the Pratt collection now in the
Hunt Institute. | re-read the statement multiple times before
pushing myself on to read the rest of the article. I could
not wrap my brain around the notion that anybody could
call Dallas “pedestrian friendly” Even a er giving myself
a month to think about it, | still cannot accept it. Dallas
is not pedestrian friendly. Dallas is a city built for cars.
Ifyou originate from asmall city, Dallas may appear to



Salted Caramel A
(credit: Table for Two Blog)
Ingredients:

Y4 cup all-purpose our

1 teaspoon apple pie spice

1 teaspoon baking powder

3 tablespoons granulated sugar

Pinch of salt

1% tablespoons unsweetened applesauce

2 tablespoons milk

1 teaspoon vegetable oil

1 teaspoon water

pple Spice Mug Cak

Instructions:

1. In a small bowl, whisk together the dry ingredients.

2. Make a well in the center of the dry ingredients then
add the wet ingredients. Whisk everything together until
combined and no lumps remain.

3. Pour batter into a microwave-safe mug. Mine was a
14-ounce mug. You want enough head space for the cake to
rise without pouring over.

4. Place a paper towel into the microwave and set the
mug on top (this is to catch any batter if your mug cake
over Ows).

5. Microwave mug cake for 1 minute and 50 seconds on
high

6. Carefully remove from microwave, drizzle

your homemade salted caramel sauce (or you can use a
store-bought caramel sauce) on top and enjoy!



2014 Midterm Elections and Going into 2016

by Fairooz Adams

Whi le there is a great deal of buzz over the 2016 presidential election, 2014 is already shaping up to be consequential.




Blue Lights on Campus in Need of Repair

by Alexa Ma ei

of these services is the Emergency Blue Light phones placed throughout the campus. If a student presses

the always-lit blue button, he or she will immediately be put in contact with the SMU Police Department.

In addition, the police can track the Blue Light locations so that o cers can dispatch to investigate as soon as
the call is made. If people on campus are ever in a threatening situation, they can nd direct contact to the SMU
police with ease. is service is extremely helpful and provides many with a sense of safety, especially at night.
Unfortunately, a few students mentioned that the Blue Light near McElvaney was never lit,and when some of

the Student Senators decided to investigate, they found that a few of the Blue Lights were not functional. Legislation
was immediately written and passed unanimously by Student Senate requesting that the Blue Lights and some of the
other on-campus lighting be xed and regularly inspected. e bill was sent to maintenance along with an invitation
toattend a Student Senate meeting inthefuture.  atwas September 30th, but the Blue Lights have not been repaired.
No one from SMU maintenance workers has attended a Senate meeting yet, but as of October 7th, they said that
they are working on  xing the Blue Lights. Hopefully, they will be repaired soon to ensure that our campus is safe.

The SMU Police Department has provided several services in order to ensure that our campus is safe. One
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