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Minutes of the Graduate Council 
May 5, 2023 

 
Members in Attendance: 

Ali Beskok, Kate Carté, Alan Itkin, Elfi Kraka, Anna Lovatt, Brian Molanphy, Renee McDonald, 
Anthony Petrosino, Robin Poston, Dinesh Rajan, Gretchen Smith  

 
Members Not in Attendance: 

Akihito Kamata, Volkan Otugen, Alexandra E. Pavlakis 
 
 
Business: 
 
• Outstanding Graduate Student Instruction Awards:  The 
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20).  The Lyle School is planning to formalize this offer of a 30% tuition discount to Fulbright-
supported students and he suggested that other schools and colleges partner to offer the same 
benefit University-wide.  Dr. Rajan said that he would have more information to share soon. 

 
• 





Moody School of Graduate 
and Advanced Studies

Graduate Council Meeting
May 5, 2023, 1:45-3:00pm, Hughes-Trigg Student Center 130



Graduate Council

Dedman College of Humanities and Sciences:

» Kate Carté, Professor of History

» Elfi Kraka, Professor and Chair, Department of Chemistry

» Renee McDonald, Senior Associate Dean for Research & Academic Affairs 
and Professor of Psychology

Lyle School of Engineering:

» Ali Beskok, The Brown Foundation, Inc. Professor of Engineering, 
Department of Mechanical Engineering

» Volkan Otugen, George R. Brown Chair Professor, Department of 
Mechanical Engineering

» Dinesh Rajan, Senior Associate Dean, and Professor, Department of 
Electrical and Computer Engineering

Meadows School of the Arts:

» Anna Lovatt, Associate Professor of Art History

» Brian Molanphy, Professor of Art

» Gretchen Smith, Associate Professor, Division of Theatre, and Associate 
Dean for Students



Graduate Student Advisory Board

Dedman College of Humanities and Sciences Representatives:

» Jinyu Du (Statistical Science Ph.D. Program)

» Christina McConville (Chemistry Ph.D. Program)

Lyle School of Engineering Representatives:

» Jesus Bolivar (Electrical Engineering Ph.D. Program)

» Han Gao (Electrical Engineering Ph.D. Program)

Meadows School of the Arts Representatives:

» Dani Ezor (Art History Ph.D. Program)

» Destiny Perez (Arts Management M.A./M.B.A. Program)

Simmons School of Education and Human Development 
Representatives:

» Tryna Knox (Education Ph.D. Program)

» Claire Trotter (Education/Applied Physiology Ph.D. Program)4



Informational Items

1. Master’s Enrollments

2. Doctoral Conferrals 2022-2023

3. Health Center Fee

4. Honor Code

5. Orientation

6. Moody Hall Recognition Wall



https://smu.box.com/s/0iu1zl5ag9nrptp4894yusmufkb5qhkn








» To ensure that graduate students continue to have access to the best available 
healthcare services, SMU is implementing a stepped increase in the Health Center 
fee for the next three years, pending final approval of each fiscal year’s budget.
»



Honor Code



» Currently there is one honor code, published in the Student Handbook

















https://smu.box.com/s/94jxsv8mn1fuov9labnm7684ckf6431d

Fulbright Cost Share Agreement



Provost R1 Investments



Proposals for additional doctoral student support for the Road to R1
Funding Initiative Description Amount Proposed

Provost's Doctoral 



Proposals for additional postdoctoral scholar support for the Road to R1
Funding Initiative Description # of Postdoc PositionsAmount Proposed

Provost’s Science & 
Engineering 
Postdoctoral 
Fellowship Program

Provost’s Science & Engineering Postdoctoral Fellowships are intended to 
support post-doctoral candidates in Science and Engineering fields as 
measured by the ACE Carnegie Foundation.  They are intended to expand the 
pool of funding for science and engineering research programs and to 
increase the number of science and engineering postdocs on the SMU 
campus, with special consideration for their being employed at SMU in the 
ACE Carnegie R1 year of record. 12 $840,000 

Provost’s Science & 
Engineering Research 
Grant Enhancement 
Awards





»The graduate grade appeal policy has been approv/Boby the EPC! » The final draft of the policy is available here:  https://smu.box.com/s/m1tsdalpefeqd2a8qelsv6km7i9e2xpu

https://smu.box.com/s/m1tsdalpefeqd2a8qelsv6km7i9e2xpu


English Proficiency Requirement



Current policy (varies slightly from school to school):

»





UT Austin Policy:
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English Proficiency Requirement



» Proposed revised language:

» We can waive the requirement for students with degrees from an internal country list 

» Other applicants will have an unmet checklist item in Slate for “Language Proficiency 
Exam,” if they have not submitted scores

» When they click on that unmet checklist item, it will give them instructions for 
submitting a request for a waiver of the requirement

» Schools that meet criteria for a waiver can be added to the automatic waiver list in 
Slate
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English Proficiency Requirement







» Six fellows total:

» Four PhD mentors

» Two non-PhD mentor

» Nominations will be received from department chairs, supported by the school/college dean’s office, including:

» Letter of nomination

» Mentorship statement from nominee

» CV

» Additional letters of support from past nominees/colleagues

» Proposal from nominee for how they would use the award (later changes to the plan require re-approval)

» PhD mentor faculty fellows receive:

» $35,000 award to support a mentee or mentees’ success in the program

» Could be stipend and health insurance (only for ABD student), research support, technology purchases, etc. to help student advance in the program

» May be renewed for a second year pending satisfactory progress of the mentee

» Non-PhD mentor faculty fellows receive:

» $2,500 to support graduate students’ professional development

» Could be travel for conference presentations, visiting archives, opportunities to exhibit artistic work, job interview travel, technology purchases

» All faculty fellows receive:

» $1,000 honorarium

» Plaque

» Recognition at an awards ceremony33

Moody Faculty Fellowships





» The number of doctoral conferrals in the social sciences is a separate factor that 
counts towards an institution’s Carnegie Classification

» According to models run by Peter Moore, increasing the number of social science 
doctoral conferrals would help SMU advance significantly in the Carnegie rankings

» Currently only two of SMU’s doctoral programs are classified as social sciences

» We are already increasing funding for our two social science doctoral programs 
(Anthropology PhD, Economics PhD)

» Given that those two programs have limited capacity, it will be helpful to explore other 
ways to increase social science doctoral conferrals
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Developing New PhD Programs





Graduate Student Worker Minimum Wage



Other Items


