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OVERVIEW 
Energy, environment and natural resources law deals generally with the regulation and 
management of resources critical to sustainability and responsible development.  The field 
includes legal responses to the control of pollution from human activities including air, water 
and solid and hazardous waste.  It also includes legal systems for the preservation and 
management of natural resources.   Practice in the field necessarily requires familiarity with a 
wide range of legal areas including business, real estate, tort and administrative law. 
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This handout helps you plan your path to an energy, environment and natural resources law 
career, covering essential competencies for clients and legal employers.  As you plan, ensure you 

incorporate all three sides of this triangle.1 
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This guide is arranged by the three crucial aspects of the triangle.   
 
TRADITIONAL TECHNICAL COMPETENCIES  
Enroll in foundational courses during your first and second year:  

• Property I and II 
• Legislation and Regulation 
• 
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OWNERSHIP OF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMPETENCIES 


