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Common  Data Set Definitions  

�i All  definitions  related  to the financial  aid  section  appear  at the end of  the Definitions  document.

�i Items preceded by an asterisk (*) represent definitions agreed to among publishers which do not appear on the CDS
document but may be present on individual publishers’ surveys.

*Academic advisement: Plan under which each student is assigned to a faculty member or a trained adviser, who, through
regular meetings, helps the student plan and implement immediate and long-term academic and vocational goals.

Accelerated  program:  Completion of a college program of study in fewer than the usual number of years, most often by 
attending summer sessions and carrying extra courses during the regular academic term. 

Admitted  student:  Applicant who is offered admission to a degree- 
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Common Application: The standard application form distributed by the National Association of Secondary School Principals 
for a large number of private colleges who are members of the Common Application Group. 

*Community  service program: Referral center for students wishing to perform volunteer work in the community or participate
in volunteer activities coordinated by academic departments.

Commuter: A student who lives off campus in housing that is not owned by, operated by, or affiliated with the college. This 
category includes students who commute from home and students who have moved to the area to attend college. 

Clock hour: A unit of measure that represents an hour of scheduled instruction given to students. Also referred to as contact 
hour. 

Continuous basis (for program enrollment): A calendar system classification that is used by institutions that enroll students 
at any time during the academic year. For example, a cosmetology school or a word processing school might allow students to 
enroll and begin studies at various times, with no requirement that classes begin on a certain date. 

Cooperative  education  program:  A program that provides for alternate class attend36 50511 (e)-13 0.004  (m)-392.4T
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Doctor’s degree -professional practice : A doctor’s degree that is conferred upon completion of a program providing the 
knowledge and skills for the recognition, credential, or license required for professional practice. The degree is awarded after a 
period of study such that the total time to the degree, including both pre-professional and professional preparation, equals at 
least six full-time equivalent academic years. Some of these degrees were formerly classified as “first-professional” and may 
include: Chiropractic (D.C. or D.C.M.); Dentistry (D.D.S. or D.M.D.); Law (L.L.B. or J.D.); Medicine (M.D.); Optometry (O.D.); 
Osteopathic Medicine (D.O); Pharmacy (Pharm.D.); Podiatry (D.P.M., Pod.D., D.P.); or, Veterinary Medicine (D.V.M.), and 
others, as designated by the awarding institution. 

Doctor’s degree -other : A doctor’s degree that does not meet the definition of a doctor’s degree - research/scholarship or a 
doctor’s degree - professional practice. 

Double  major:  Program in which students may complete two undergraduate programs of study simultaneously. 

Dual enrollment: 
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Grade-point  average  (academic  high  school  GPA):  The sum of grade points a student has earned in secondary school divided 
by the number of courses taken. The most common system of assigning numbers to grades counts four points for an A, three 
points for a B, two points for a C, one point for a D, and no points for an E or F. Unweighted GPA’s assign the same weight to 
each course. Weighting gives students additional points for their grades in advanced or honors courses. 

Graduate  student:  A student who holds a bachelor’s or equivalent, and is taking courses at the post-baccalaureate level. 

*Health  services:  Free or low cost on-campus primary and preventive health care available to students.

High school diploma or recognized equivalent: 
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Out-o f-state tuition: The tuition charged by institutions to those students who do not meet the institution’s or state’s 
residency requirements. 

�2�X�W�V�L�G�H���D���G�X�D�O���H�Q�U�R�O�O�P�H�Q�W���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�������+�L�J�K���V�F�K�R�R�O���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�K�R���V�L�P�S�O�\���H�Q�U�R�O�O���L�Q���F�U�H�G�L�W���F�R�X�U�V�H�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���\�R�X�U���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G��
�D�U�H���W�U�H�D�W�H�G���D�V���U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\���H�Q�U�R�O�O�H�G���F�R�O�O�H�J�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V��

Part- time studen t (undergraduate ): A student enrolled for fewer than 12 credits per semester or quarter, or fewer than 24 
clock hours a week each term. 

Permanen t Resident or other eligible non -citizen:  A person who is not a citizen or national of the United States and who has 
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Religious affiliation/commitment (as admission factor): Special consideration given in the admission process for affiliation 
with a certain church or faith/religion, commitment to a religious vocation, or observance of certain religious tenets/lifestyle. 

*Religious counseling: One-o n-one or group counseling with trained professionals for students who want to explore religious
problems or issues.

*�'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�D�O services: Instructional courses designed for students deficient in the general competencies necessary for a
regular��postsecondary curriculum and educational setting.

Required fees: Fixed sum charged to students for items not covered by tuition and required of such a large proportion of all 
students that the student who does NOT pay is the exception. Do not include application fees or optional fees such as lab fees 
or parking fees. 

�)�R�R�G���D�Q�G���K�R�X�V�L�Q�J (charges)—on campus: Assume double occupancy in institutional housing and 19 meals per week 
(or maximum meal plan). 

Secondary sch ool r ecord ( as admission f actor): Information maintained by the secondary school that m ay include such 
things as the student’s high school transcript, class rank, :7.967 0 T6556 (o)r
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*Veteran’s counseling: Helps veterans and their dependents obtain benefits for their selected program and provides 
certifications to the Veteran’s Administration. May also provide personal counseling on the transition from the military to a civilian 
life.

*Visually  impaired:  Any person whose sight loss is not correctable and is sufficiently severe as to adversely affect educational 
performance.

Volunteer work (as admission factor): Special consideration given to students for activity done on a volunteer basis 
(e.g., tutoring, hospital care, working with the elderly or disabled) as a service to the community or the public in general.

Wait list: List of students who meet the admission requirements but will only be offered a place in the class if space becomes 
available. 

Weekend college: A program that allows students to take a complete course of study and attend classes only on weekends. 

White: A person having origins 
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