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THREE STANDOUT RUNNING BACKS NAMED FINALISTS FOR 2024 DOAK WALKER AWARD

List features one repeat nalist and a pair of weekly national honorees, features three conferences

DALLAS (SMU)ThePwC SMU Athletic Forisyproud to announce the three nalists 02héDoak Walker National

Collegiate Running Back Awarte nation’s top three rushers by total yardage, one from the Atlantic Coast Conference, one fron

Big Ten Conference and one from the Mountain West Conference, make up the list of honored players.

The 2024 Doak Walker Award winner will be unveiled live on ESPN during The Home Depot College Football Awards on Dec.

p.m. ET. The formal presentation of the award will take place In Dallas at the annual banquet scheduled for Jan. 31, 2025.

Here’s a thumbnail look at the nalists, two of whom were honored during the course of the season as the Doak Walker Award

Running Back of the Week:

Omarion Hampton, North Caroliflhe ACC's leading rusher with 1,475 yards that lists third in the nation advances to the
nalist stage for a second straight season. He is just the third Tar Heel with three 200-rushing yard games in his career and
1,475 total moves him into third place on the single-season list at UNC. He has rushed for 100-plus yards in nine of 11 gar
and had his string of eight straight 100-yard games snapped last week by Boston College. Hampton ran 35 times for 244
yards, both career highs, the previous week against Wake Forest.

Ashton Jeanty, Boise Statdre dynamic back known for his breakaway touchdowns just topped 2,000 rushing yards last

week with 169 vs. Wyoming, including a 61-yard scoring run, and leads the nation with 2,062 yards. He is 570 yards aheac
of lowa’s Kaleb Johnson in second place. Jeanty earned the Doak Walker Award’s Player of the Week award four times thi
season (Sept. 3, Oct. 1, Oct. 8 and Nov. 12), and with four 200-plus-yard games in tow, also leads the FBS in rushing yard
game (187.5), carries (275), and rushing touchdowns (27) and is second in yards per carry (7.35). Jeanty (27 rushing, 1 re
has scored more total touchdowns (28) this season than 23 FBS teams and is Boise State’s rst Doak Walker Award nalist

Kaleb Johnson, lowdohnson moved up to second place nationally in rushing yards with a 164-yard game against Maryland

His 22 total touchdowns are also a record, as are his 132 points scored that tie for fourth in the FBS. Johnson was the Doz
Walker National Running Back of the Week for the Sept. 21 weekend and averages 6.69 yards per carry, ninth nationally.
Johnson is now third on lowa'’s single-season rushing list trailing only Greene (1,850) and Tavian Banks (1,691). Greene is
lowa’s only previous Doak Walker Award winner and nalist.

The Doak Walker Award presented by the PwC SMU Athletic Forum has been awarded to the nation’s top running back since

The Doak Walker Award is a member of the National College Football Awards Association. Founded in 1997, the NCFAA inclu
football's most prestigious awards and its 24 awards have honored more than 900 recipients dating back to 1935. For more inf

about the NCFAA and its award programs, visit the redesigned NCFAA.org or follow on X at @NCFAA.

For more information on the Doak Walker Award, contact Je Lockhart (lockhart@smu.edu) at the PwC SMU Athletic Forum, vi

edu/doakwalkeraward and follow on X at @DoakWalkerAward.
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2024 DOAK WALKER NATIONAL RUNNING BACKS OF THE WEEK

Kaytron Allen, Penn State
LeQuint Allen, Syracuse

Mario Anderson, Memphis
Kevorian Barnes, UTSA

CJ Baxter, Texas

Lee Beebe Jr., UAB

Ulysses Bentley IV, Ole Miss
Jaydon Blue, Texas

Tahj Brooks, Texas Tech

Antario Brown, NIU

Jalen Buckley, Western Michigan
Ryan Butler, Stanford

CJ Campbell Jr., Florida Atlantic
Marcus Carroll, Missouri

Nathan Carter, Michigan State
Donald Chaney, Louisville
Demond Claiborne, Wake Forest
Dean Connors, Rice

Quinton Cooley, Liberty
Marquez Cooper, San Diego State
Marquis Crosby, Louisiana Tech
Jacory Croskey-Merritt, Arizona
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2024 DOAK WALKER AWARD SEMIFINALISTS

Tahj Brooks, Texas Tech Makhi Hughes, Tulane Dylan Sampson, Tennessee
DJ Giddens, Kansas State Ashton Jeanty, Boise State Cam Skattebo, Arizona State
Omarion Hampton, North Carolina Kaleb Johnson, lowa Brashard Smith, SMU

RJ Harvey, UCF

2024 DOAK WALKER AWARD FINALISTS
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