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TEN STANDOUT RUNNING BACKS NAMED SEMIFINALISTS FOR 2024 DOAK WALKER AWARD
List features three repeat semifinalists and four stars who earned national running back of the week honor during the season 

DALLAS (SMU) – The PwC SMU Athletic Forum is proud to announce the 10 semifinalists for the 2024 Doak Walker National 
Collegiate Running Back Award. Headed by four players from the Big 12 Conference and two Atlantic Coast Conference selections, the 
list of honored players includes three repeat semifinalists. The 10 semifinalists represent five Division I FBS conferences.
Three finalists for the 2024 Doak Walker Award will be announced a week from today and the winner will be unveiled live on ESPN 
during The Home Depot College Football Awards on Dec. 12. The formal presentation of the award will take place at the annual banquet 
scheduled for Jan. 31, 2025.
Here’s a thumbnail look at the semifinalists, four of whom were honored during the course of the season as the Doak Walker Award 
National Running Back of the Week:

Tahj Brooks, Texas Tech: Brooks became Texas Tech’s all-time leading rusher last weekend after a 137-yard effort last week 
pushed him past Byron Hanspard, the 1996 Doak Walker Award winner. Brooks, a returning semifinalist and one of four Big 
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Tahj Brooks, Texas Tech
DJ Giddens, Kansas State
Omarion Hampton, North Carolina
RJ Harvey, UCF

Makhi Hughes, Tulane
Ashton Jeanty, Boise State
Kaleb Johnson, Iowa

Dylan Sampson, Tennessee
Cam Skattebo, Arizona State
Brashard Smith, SMU
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