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Over the past two years, ISEM has supported students in the laboratory, with equipment 
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SMU Geology Alumnus Roy M. Huffington died in July 2008 at the age 
of 90.  After completing the PhD in geology at Harvard in 1943, Roy 
served with distinction on the staff of Admiral Spruance where he saw 
action during the war in the Pacific.  He joined the exploration staff of 
the Humble company after being mustered out of the Navy.  Even though 
he was assured that he had a bright future with the Humble he left the 
company and became an independent explorationist.  His gas discoveries 
in Indonesia are legendary as are his development of the Liquefied 
Natural Gas market in Japan and elsewhere.  For these accomplishments 
Roy received widespread recognition from most of the major energy 
organization in the United States and beyond.
Huffington’s work in international energy development and his ability 
to move effectively in international diplomatic and commercial circles 
led to his appointment by President George H. W. Bush as U. S. 
Ambassador to Austria.  This was at a time when eastern Europe was just 
beginning to open up as the Soviet Union began its final changes.  Roy’s 
diplomatic work extended well beyond Austria and was instrumental in 
establishing U. S. relations with the countries east of the Iron Curtain.  
For this work a number of foreign governments recognized Huffington’s 
contributions.
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In Memoriam:  Roy M. Huffington  (1918-2008)

MAJOR FUNDS AND SUPPORTERS

contribution to: ISEM at SMU
P.O. Box 750274
Dallas, TX  75275-0274

Please make checks payable to ISEM Foundation.  Thank you!

RESOLUTION IN MEMORY 
OF ROY M. HUFFINGTON

The Board of Trustees of the ISEM notes with 
profound sadness the death of Roy M. Huffington 
on July 11, 2008.  The Board acknowledges 
with deep appreciation Roy’s friendship, his 
participation in many ISEM activities and his 
significant contributions to numerous programs and 
activities of importance to the Institute.

Roy was generous to many organizations but especially to SMU alma 
mater both for him and for his wife, Phyllis. Roy’s final gift endowed 
the Department of Geological Sciences as the Roy M. Huffington 
Department of Earth Sciences.  Roy was very interested in and 
supportive of the Institute for the Study of Earth and Man.  His last 
participation with the Institute  included participation on the ISEM trip 
to Iceland in 2006. 
Roy was active to the very end of his life and was a stimulating 
companion whether visiting over a business lunch, sitting on 
the deck of a fishing boat in Alaska, or standing atop the Mid-
Atlantic Ridge in Iceland.  His legacy will always be appreciated 
and the shared moments with Roy will always be cherished.
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“In my opinion, the most creative research at a university is done by the most energetic investigators, 
by which I mean graduate students. Those are who we can support best.”  Dr. Louis L. Jacobs, President

What some of our students say...

I would like to thank ISEM for its support of my PhD research at the site of Santa Rita B in the 
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